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according as the Irish Nationalist or Irish Unionist section of
the house felt that a shaft had gone home on the other side.
It is Shaw's one direct contribution to the Irish literary
movement. In his other plays he is content to be the gadfly
to all respectable convictions ; an Irish gadfly, exempt from
British prepossessions, but nevertheless using his sting for
the good of the British commonwealth as he conceives it.
Injohn Bull the satire is directed not only against England's
attitude to Ireland but against Ireland's attitude to England,
and still more against Ireland's attitude to Irish problems.
Two other factors in the movement have to be noted.
One was the increasing output of translation from the
Irish texts, and in this a German, Kuno Meyer, had no
equal. His command of words for the purpose would
have been remarkable in any English writer, and he brought
to the knowledge of Ireland much forgotten beauty. In
another part of the same field, Lady Gregory, that ceaseless
and most versatile worker, took in hand to reissue the old
saga cycles in a new dress. In her Cuchulain o/Muirthemne
and her Gods and Fighting Men, she told the Red Branch
stories and the Ossianic or Fenian stories in what had come
to be called " Kiltartan," from the name of the village
near her home in East Galway, where she studied peasant
speech strongly coloured by Gaelic idiom. It is no less
artificial than Synge's language in his peasant plays, but
it fitted her purpose ; and these books did perhaps more
than any others to diffuse a general knowledge of Ireland's
epic literature.
At the same time Professor Eoin MacNeill had begun
that work of reconstructing our conceptions of the early
Irish states by an intensive study of the old genealogies,
kw tracts, and such matter, which appeared a dead jungle
till he brought life into it. No other scholar has limited his
study so strictly to the original texts, and the divining
power which he brought to the task has given intelligible